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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the Junior Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family

Activity Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed at the back.

PACK FOR

Iron Age Brochs Junior Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Iron Age Brochs History Detective Pack Ages 11 to 14

Iron Age Brochs Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Iron Age Brochs Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and travellers

Iron Age Brochs Visit Journal Visitors of all ages

Iron Age Brochs Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at brochs.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Brochs were built in the Iron Age, and some questions about them have no single answer. Where sources differ, we

show what each one says, rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  J U N I O R  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the broch
From the Junior Topic Pack. Answers: 1. outer wall · 2. inner wall · 3. gallery · 4. stone stair · 5. ledge
(scarcement) · 6. entrance passage · 7. guard cell · 8. hearth
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A broch tower cut in half, seen from the side. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real broch, plan, map, scan, print or
photograph.

Word bank: entrance passage · gallery · guard cell · hearth · inner wall · ledge (scarcement) · outer wall · stone stair
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The brochs timeline
From about 2700 BC to 2023

ABOUT 2700 BC

People first settle at Jarlshof (Historic Environment

Scotland)

ABOUT 1000 BC

People are living on the Clickimin promontory (Historic

Environment Scotland)

500 TO 200 BC

The village at Gurness begins (Historic Environment

Scotland)

400 TO 200 BC

Broch towers are built, says UNESCO’s Tentative List

entry (UNESCO Tentative List)

ABOUT 300 BC

Mousa is built, says Historic Environment Scotland’s

Mousa page (Historic Environment Scotland)

ABOUT 200 BC

Dun Carloway is probably built (Historic Environment

Scotland)

FIRST TWO CENTURIES AD

Edin’s Hall broch is thought to be built (Historic

Environment Scotland)

AD 43

The king of Orkney submits to Emperor Claudius,

Eutropius later claims (Historic Environment Scotland)

AROUND AD 100

Broch-building stops, says Historic Environment

Scotland (Historic Environment Scotland)

AD 300S OR 400S

A silver brooch based on Roman types is made (found

at Carn Liath) (Historic Environment Scotland)

800S

Vikings from Norway settle at Jarlshof (Historic

Environment Scotland)

AD 900

An eloping couple shelter in Mousa, says Egil’s Saga

(Historic Environment Scotland)

UNTIL ABOUT AD 1000

Dun Carloway may still be in use (Historic Environment

Scotland)

AD 1153

Earl Harold besieges Mousa (Historic Environment Scotland)

AROUND AD 1200

The Orkneyinga Saga is written down (Historic

Environment Scotland, Statement of Significance)

AROUND AD 1230

Egil’s Saga is written down (Historic Environment Scotland,

Statement of Significance)

1469

Shetland passes from Norway to Scotland (Historic

Environment Scotland)

1814

Walter Scott visits Shetland (Historic Environment Scotland,

Statement of Significance)

1861

Rubble is cleared out of Mousa (Historic Environment

Scotland, Statement of Significance)

1874

The water level of the Loch of Clickimin is lowered

(Historic Environment Scotland)

1885

Mousa is taken into State care (Historic Environment

Scotland, Statement of Significance)

2023

The UK submits Mousa, Old Scatness and Jarlshof to

UNESCO’s Tentative List (UNESCO Tentative List)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

A wheelhouse
Seen from above

Wheelhouses are named for roofs held up by walls that spread out like the spokes of a wheel.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or copies
of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 3 Nov 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with its
source rather than picking one.

Historic Environment Scotland: Dun Dornaigil Broch, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/dun-dornaigil-broch/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Statement of Significance, Mousa Broch (last reviewed
2018): app-hes-pubs-prod-neu-01.azurewebsites.net/api/file/e314a3f4-7122-4917-
b2c8-aadb00b50411
Historic Environment Scotland: Glenelg Brochs, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/glenelg-brochs-dun-telve-and-dun-
troddan/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Jarlshof Prehistoric and Norse Settlement:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/jarlshof-prehistoric-and-norse-settlement/
Historic Environment Scotland: Clickimin Broch, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/clickimin-broch/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Broch of Gurness, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/broch-of-gurness/history-and-stories/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Tentative List, Mousa, Old Scatness and Jarlshof: the
Zenith of Iron Age Shetland: whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6691/

Historic Environment Scotland: Mousa Broch:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/mousa-broch/
Historic Environment Scotland: Dun Carloway:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/dun-carloway/
Historic Environment Scotland: Edin’s Hall Broch, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/edins-hall-broch/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Midhowe Broch, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/midhowe-broch/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Carn Liath, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/carn-liath-broch/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Jarlshof, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/jarlshof-prehistoric-and-norse-
settlement/history-and-stories/
Historic Environment Scotland: Mousa Broch, history and stories:
www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/mousa-broch/history-and-stories/

Not affiliated with Historic Environment Scotland, UNESCO, the Shetland Amenity Trust, the RSPB, any government, the UK government or any museum. Their names, and the
names of the places they look after, are used only to identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own simplified drawings: not reconstructions, not scale plans,
and not copied from any site plan, map, guidebook, scan or photograph.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.

Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free broch facts and games: brochs.forts.im


